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Rather than focusing solely on the skills of reading and writing, the
Standards highlight the growing complexity of the texts students must
read to be ready for the demands of college and careers. The Standards
build a staircase of text complexity so that all students are ready for the
demands of college- and career-level reading no later than the end of
high school. Closely related to text complexity—and inextricably
connected to reading comprehension—is a focus on academic
vocabulary: words that appear in a variety of content areas (such as
ignite and commit).
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The Standards place a premium on students writing to sources, i.e., using evidence
from texts to present careful analysis, well-defended claims, and clear information.
The Standards expect students to answer questions that depend on their having
read the text or texts with care.

The Standards require the cultivation of narrative writing throughout the grades,
and in later grades a command of sequence and detail will be essential for effective
argumentative and informational writing.

The reading standards focus on students’ ability to read carefully and grasp
information, arguments, ideas and details based on text evidence. Students should
be able to answer a range of text-dependent questions, questions in which the
answers require inferences based on careful attention to the text.



2. Reading, writing, and speaking groun:
evidence from the text, both literary and
informational

3. Building knowledge through

content-rich non-fiction




In K-5, fulfilling the standards requires a 50-50 balance between informational and
literary reading. Informational reading primarily includes content rich non-fiction in
history/social studies, science and the arts; the K-5 Standards strongly recommend that
students build coherent general knowledge both within each year and across years.

In 6-12, ELA classes place much greater attention to a specific category of informational
text—literary nonfiction—than has been traditional.

In grades 6-12, the Standards for literacy in history/social studies, science and technical
subjects ensure that students can independently build knowledge in these disciplines
through reading and writing.

To be clear, the Standards do require substantial attention to literature throughout K-
12, as half of the required work in K-5 and the core of the work of 6-12 ELA teachers.
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RI.7 —Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.*

RI.8 —Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

RI.9 —Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

W.2 — Write informative /explanatory textsto examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

W.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience

W.6 — Use technology, including the Internet,to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others.

W.7 —Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

W.8 —Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism.

W.9-Draw evidence from literary or informational textsto support analysis, reflection, and research.

SL.4- Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and
audience.

SL.5 —Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of presentations.

SL.6 — Adapt speech toa variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

LANGUAGE STANDARDS

L.6 - Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the College and Career readiness level;
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or expression.

READING AND WRITING STANDARD 10 is non-negotiable. Students must read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. Students will
write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes and audiences.
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Create literacy-rich classroom environments to support
language and literacy learning for diverse student
populations (shift 1,2,3)

A majority of the lesson is spent reading, speaking, or
writing about the text (s) (shift 1, 2, 3)

The text(s) are at or above the complexity level expected
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The text(s) exhibit exceptional craft and thought and/or
provide useful information (Shift 1)
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ude n t S i n the These inferences should relate to key ideas of the text (shift 2)

Provide opportunities for scaffolded practice in analyses of text content, craft, and structure

1Se Of (shift1,2)

Implement explicit and modeled writing instruction, focusing on writing to and from
sources (shift 2)

software and

f1a) aedia

—~ -



t10ns or tasks that are text dependent

Questions and tasks address the text by attending to its particular structure(s),
concepts, ideas, and details (Shift 1,2)

Questions and tasks require students to cite evidence from the texts to support analysis,
inference, and claims (shift 2)

Questions and tasks attend to the academic language in the text (shift 1)

Questions are sequenced to guide students in delving deeper into text and graphics.
These inferences should relate to key ideas of the text (shift 2)
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Implement explicit and modeled writing instruction, focusing on writing to and from
sources (shift 2)
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The teacher provides the conditions for all
students to focus on the text (shift 1)

The teacher expects evidence and precision from
students and probes student answers accordingly

(shift 2)

The teacher creates conditions for student
conversations and plans tasks where students are
encouraged to talk about each other's thinking

(shift 2)

The teacher acts on knowledge of individual students
to promote progress toward independence in grade
level literacy tasks (shift 1, 2, 3)
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